
iSBSSBSSSSSSSBSSSSSSSSSSSSS^SSSS^ESS!ISS!SS^!S!

1

pdblibhid daily ahD TSX-WIISl r BY

JSJDO-^tt 8ITO*WT)E2Sr.

MONDAY EVENING, FEBBUAB Y 1U 1878

Io tbeSeoate, to day, there was an avalanche
of memorials io favor of womao suffrage. The
3iiver bill was farther discussed by Mr. Davis,
of XV, Va., aod others.

Ia the House of PwepreseDtatives the States
were called for bills, &eM and a large cumber
iutroduced and referred. -The Pioneer Wills
bill was defeated.
Both houses agreed upon the order of c*remoniesfor the reception of a picture of the

sigoiog of the Emancipation Proclamation,
which takes place in the House to morrow at

2 p. w.

Mr. Chandler is after the President again.
He now sajs that "after Mr. Hayes's actual installaiioo,secured by a prior secret bargain,
that ho should do so, he actively and personally
tore down the lawfal State governments of
Booth Carolina and Louisiana and established
rebel mob governments in their stead, violated
the republican pic-dges-to protect human rights
and maintain the supremacy of the law, releasednegro murderers whom he wa3 elected
to prosecute and punish, gave Federal power
at the Bouth to rebel democrats, glorified the
rebel soldbr3 at the expense of TJaion soldiers,
taunted the black race with its helplessness
and shamefully boasted of his betrayal of it.
Also that this, his degradation of himself and
his betrayal of his party, has annihilated its

i i i:

organization at the aoutu, mating repuunuiu

ascendancy there impossible, aod has almost
destroyed the party at the North; so that the
only way to preveot a democratic victory in
1880, by reason ofa solid South aod a divided
North, is to promptly repudiate an adminietra
tioo and a policy which is dishonoring, paralyzingand destroying thcj republican party."
Some, who take asurfacc view of thiogs, believe
that Mr. Chandler represents only a small portionof the republican party, but those who
talk with republicans,aod road republican newspapers,aod who can see beneath the veneer

iog put on the President by officeholders, ap.*

p'icants lor office, and those who hope to be
benefited in some way by the Administration,
are convinoed that a favorable opportunity fur
effective opposition is all that is wanted by the
party to whioh Mr. Hayes beloogs, in order
fur them to mako it. AmoDg republicans, ho
is supported only by snob men as have beeo,
are, or hope to be, direotly or indirectly, benefittedby his administration. The rost of his
party hive no nso for him, and would depose
him to morrow, if (hey couid, were it not that
such deposition would be advantageous to the
democrats. Mr. Hayes ought to know thil as

well as anybody else, but he does not, and is
aiil) engaged in the necessarily futile task of
trying to win back to his support a party whose
supremacy is iooompatiblo with pcaco in one

half, and prosperity in the whole, of the country.The only party upon which he can rely
for support is the democratic.because, in supportinghiUi I hut party supports peace, good
will and prosperity throughout tho length and
breadth of the land.and, yet, in response to
tho demands of hid radical enemies, he has
announced that he will appoint no more demo(ratsto ofiice, though all ho ever did appoint
would not amount to a dcz?o.

The Dencl Popc^and Nucred College.
The public were admitted to St. Peter's to

view the remains of tho Pope at0:30 yesterday
morning. The orowd was tremendous, aod
many women fainted from the pressure. A
company of soldiers had to enter tho church to
regulate the passage of the crowd. Tho body
of the Pope, arrayed in Pontifical robes, lies on
a crimson bed, at each end of which stands a
member of the Noble Guard with drawn sword.
Tho bed is surrounded by twclvo largo candelabra,and is so placed that the feet of tho deceasedare outside the altar rails, in order that
the faithful may kiss them. The faoo is calm
aud unchanged by death.
To day, on the arrival of the foreign Cardinalsat Romo, tho Sacred College will permanentlyconstitute itself iD congregation. A bull

left by Pius JX. authorized the Cardinals to
deviato from the established prooedure, but
docs not prescribe any special new rules.
The Riforma states tbat tbo Conclave will

lust a locg time. At ooo of the next ooogro
gations the Cardinals will consider the question
of permitting absent Cardinals to telegraph
their votes.
The Kiforma also states that Monsignor Las

agni, Acting Papal Secretary of State, has sent
a note to tho Nuncios protesting against any
Power exercising tho veto, and -staling that
perfcot tranquility and independence aro assuredto tho Conclave in Rome. The Italian
Government has ordered eight additional battallionsto Rome.
The nowspapers narrate a stormy aod acrimonioussoeoo at INMav's Congregation of the

'^rdioal'ManoiC;- St-0^° ,h.el°f
iu, Jtamists, wishing the Uonolaflt^ ®

. ,Ijalta. Even tho word "schism" VP ':
^ _ld. Later events concur that tho minuC y

against holding the Conclave at Romo is iosif"
nificant. - .

The lliforma says: "Tho Roman and GermanCardinals wish to eleot a Pope of advancedage; tho Italians, one not intimately
connected with tho events of the late reigD.
The Italian Government has telegraphed the
foreign governments pledging the security of tbo
Conclave."

JK.x-nviiHi.ur n«u«'H lonuiiiOD.

Cincinnati, 0., Feb. 11..Dispatohes from
Jefferson, Obio. late last night, represent tmt
ex Senator B. F. Wade is in a more critical
cooditioo tban at any time since he was first
attacked. Being in bis 78th year his recovery
is doobti'al.
The colored jurors in the Anderson trial, state

to responsible parties that their verdict, "Guilty,but recommended to the mercy of the
Court," was given under the impression that
that was tantamount to an acquittal, and that
they were so informed by tne other jurors.
Anderson has a dispatch, signed by John Sherman,Stanley Matthews, Garfield, Hale and Ditty,earnestly protesting that Anderson was innocentof any fraud, and denouncing his trial
and conviction as the exhibition of bitter sectionalpartisanship. J. Madison Wells has
been released on a $10,000 bond.

M..m ir m ira.na.mm.

ALEXAN DP. I
The Alexandria Delegates on the

State Debt.

Daring ihe debate on the Harbour b;li, the
passage of which was announced in .Saturday's
Gazette, the two member* of the House of
Delegates from this city delivered th * following
speeches:.

MR. MUSIIBACn'S .SPEECH.
Mr. Mashbaca stated that he approached the

discQssioo of the debt question chiiied sou em

barrassed by the reflection that every one withiDtbe sound of bis voice had listened to speecheson that subject until they -were weary of it,
bat he felt it bis duty to defice bis position and
eive bis views od the question, and in so doiD£
he WGQid endeavor to refrain from recapr.uiat
iog arguments previously made by other gentlemen,and call the attention of the House to 2

few considerations that seemed to have escapee
the attention of the speakers who preceded
him. and bad Dot been referred to. Prelimi
narily he would say that he was no friend 0

the Fanding bill of 1871. He and other gen
tlemen on the floor bad been deri-ively callec
''Funders," under the idea that the principle:
and policy ot that bill met with their foil ap
probation. Such was not the case with him
He believed it to be an unfortunate meason

and one of the causes of the troubles that now

environed the State and has brought to thi
floor of this House so maoy men committed t<
what be believed to be unconstitutional meas

ur-s. It is not, however, the sole caase ot the
present condition of affairs. That i3 ascribabli
as much to the non-action of succeeding legls
latures, their failure to meet the case in time
and their persistent devotion to the effort t<
fiod out bow not to pay the debt, as it is to thi
enactment of the bill itself. Denunciations am
fulmin&tions had been hurled thick and fas
from this floor against that unfortunate bill,ant
to the righteousness of most of the stricture
he assented, Lut he would be blind to tha
which had passed into history, and deaf'to thi
logic of events, did he fail to recognize the fac
that, however objectionable the FuediDg hi!
may he, however unfortunate in that it tied uj
and lost to the State the control of a largo pat
of her own]revenoe5, howev-'r in:qaitous even

it has been decided by the Supreme Court 0
this Krntp that it contained a contract whicl
canuot be violated, and any attempt direct o
indirect, sophistical or plausible, to impair o

nullify it, is unconstitutional, void and of no ef
feet. Gentlemen seem to tbiok that thcCour
of Appeals, seeing the State of the public mini
and the present condition of'affairs, will reversi
itself if a dow case is made up lor it. Mr
Mushbach did not believe it. That court is com
posed of men mcapable of self stultification
Behind the FuDdiog act, upholding aod sus

taioiog the coupon feature of it, is the consti
tuiioo of the United States backed by the pew
er of the Federal Government, and if curoour
should for aDy reason reverse its decision, or i
it refu3C3 so to do and is itself ''readjusted," i
then becomes necessary to pret the Supremi
Court of'the United States to turn its back up
on a long line of its own precedents, ltistoi
late to say that it was wroDg to pass the act, be
cause it capitalized the arrears of interest, com
mitted Virginia to the payment of war interes
and that which accrued during the rccoDStruc
tion period, and withdraw from her the con

irol of her revenues for a number of years
Suffice it to say that whether right or wrong
fraudulently or fairly, ti became a law, and thi
decision in Antoni vb. Wright made it an ac

complished fact by assent that the attempt t
repeal tbo coupon feature of it violated a con
tract, aod when that decision was rendered thi
matter passed out of the rango and domain o

controversy.
The courts cannot and will not go into thi

enquiry wether a law passed by a Legisla
ture was procured aod passed through fraud o
bribery. This has often been decided and i
settled law. Mr, Mushbach continuing, ex

plained the bill now under consideration, ant
said that it was proposed by it to circumvco
the Funding bill of 1871, the Court of Appeals
and the constitution of the United States b;
meats of a preamble. That preamble set
out the statements, that a further increase o
taxation in impracticable.that the revnues o
the State at the present rate of taxation wil
not enable the State to maintain its govcrnmen
tal organization by paying the necessary expen
ses incident thcrcto.andat the same lime sustuii
the system of free schools and pay the prcsen
rate of interest on (lie amount ciaimcd as th<
principal ot the publio debt, and that the pre
scrvation of the State government is absolutely
'oec-Bhary. The bill then provides that of th<
present rate of taxation, viz., fifty cents oo the
hundred dollars, one half thereof shall bo paic
in cash to support the government, ten ccdO
shall be paid in cash to support (lie fret
schools, and fitteeu ccdIb may be paid ir
any way, say in coupons, for interest ot
the publio debt. Jo other words the friend:
of the present bill acknowledging that th<
Funding bill was a contract by and undci
which coupons wore made receivable for taxes
and though the Court of Appeals has sustaincc
tho bill, and though tire constitution of' thi
United States provides that no State shall pas:
a law impairing tho obligation of cootracis, ye
they claim that the bill now under coosidera
tion will stand the test of tho courts, because i
is csseutial to the preservation and Bafety o
the State,that it should be passed and that the
State in the exercise ot its sovereignty may dis
regard the provisions of the 10th section of thi
1st article of tho U. S. Constitution providioj
for the inviolability of contracts.also that saic
10th section only applies to contracts betweer
individuals, and not to sovereign States, &c
These positions Mr. Mushbach said, thougt
plausible, are not tenable. Ilo would not bast
his argument on Antoni vs. Wright, which had
horn mad and reread, twisted and ennstrnef

aod dodged around, so often on this floor, thai
the mention of the case had a nauseating cffecl
on the listeners, but he would go back to the
beginning.
The State parted with snch of its sovoreigc

rights as are in oonfliol with the prohibitorj
olauses of the Constitution of the Uoited States
when it entered into the confederation of States
and assented to that constitution. Prior tc
entering into the Union it had a right to coic
money, issue bills of credit, make treaties and
allianocs, impair eontraots, Ac., but it parted
with the right of a sovereign State so far as
the power to emit bills of credit is concerned.
so far as the right to coin money is concerned.
so far as the right to make treaties and alliancesis concerned.and so far as the power to
pass aDy law impairing tho obligations of contractsis concerned. The State is sovereign
only ia those powers not delegated to the
United States.

It asserted that to form a more perfect
Union, to establish justice, and to promote tbo
general welfare it Jgflg'd subordinate its sovSmgfiSiC- ttHartioolife®DU®e^ed- .

It is tmo that gentlem^8"0^'. -T^nt'oy
the hard experiences of the pa?l,\.dcl cease the
assertion of those doctriues of State rights,
whioh the results of the war, the decisions of
the courts as now constituted, and the present
and prevailing oonstruotion of the oharaoter of
our Government should oonvinoo them is mere
deolamatioD. It is cruel to lead the people to
believe that this bill will relieve them of their

- - m« * « I 1 i I 3

difficulties'. Air. AiusDacn, as a democrat eouia

ot assent to tho destruction of State rights
and the oeDtralizing tendencies of the age, but
neither could he close his eyes to the signs of
the times, and the now accepted &Dd enforced
doctrines on that subjeot. Members on this floor
go as far beyond John C. Calhoun in this matterof sovereignty as Calhonn went beyond
Webster. But the supporters of tho Barbour
bill, while acknowledging tho existence of the
provision * against tho obligation of contracts,
propose to overrido and oircumvent it by and
through the efficaoy of a preamble, oontaioiog
statements which are not faots, but whiob tbey
say, the courts cannot enquire into or go behind
because it is tho declaration of the political

i.... ..rimm ....

aTgazette a£
power of the State, the Legislature, sn-J its
declaration that it is necessary. to impair toe J

couract prevfousiy made is order 10 preserve
the State sod give it cjDiroi or its owo rc-ve

oaes, must be takeo as tiue and incontrovertible,and jusiines the in-pairing. Mr. Mash
back acknowledged the principle that the judi*L .I
c.al power wilt not interfere wiid poncrat questionsor with the political power, farther than
to pass upon the ciRstitotionality of their acts.

The courts will Dot eg behind this preamble,
sav the forcible readjuste:?. 1 bat is true, they
will not go behind it. They will go right over it,
and beyond it and heed i: cot. Tney will go

[ back to the original funding bill aod say, here
r is year contract unfortunate though it may be,

stand up to it. i'ou caDoot by a preamble rid
, yourself of its obligations. An indirect, sopbis!

ucal attempt to avoid it is as obnoxious as a

[ a direct attempt and wiii meet with the same

I fate that the direct attempt of 1572 dii. We
. caDDGt be permitted to trample the ConsiiiuflioQ under oar f'ept by meats of preambles.
. If a law was iotrodaced ia this Legislature
[ nab. d y to provide that from and after its pass

sage the State of Virginia should emit bills of
. credit or coin money, every member would
,

rise to bis feet and scoff at it as uccoostitu»liana!. It could scarcely get a vote io this
j body. Bat the position of the advocates of the
3 new doctrine is such that if the bid to provide
) for the coiuioe of money, or for emitting bills
. of credit is preceded by a preamble containing
> the statement that it is necessary to do so to

3 the end that the sovereignly of the State may
. be maintained, and to enable it to pay its gov*
,

ernmeotal expenses, then the bill is unobiec3tionable, and the Constitution of the Uuited
> States goes for naught. Suppose a bill is intra]duced providing that hereafter none but white
t persons shall be allowed to vote in Virginia, not

I ooe of us would vote for it. its unconetita
a tionality being so unquestionable. But the ad-
t vocateB of the measure would then pat a prefix
2 to it declaring that the evils of universal suftfrage arc Rich that do boDest men could be
il elected to office, that those elected were incom3

petent, that they either failed to collect the
t taxes, or stole ibem wheo received, aDd that
,

such a stare of affairs existed as to endanger
f the safety of the Sratc, and destruy its governiment and sovereignty. Then it seems the bill
r would be invulnerable, and the constitutional
r provision circumvented. If this be true, you

can destroy the whole Constitution by a juditcious use of preambles. This is an absurdity.
1 Mr. Mu>hbach quoted authorities to sustain
e bis position, among others, J Kent, com. 302.
,

and 2 Cranch, 307. He also said that the
- further claim made by the friends of the Bar.hour bill, that the constitutional provision
- preserving the inviolability of coD'raets applied
. only to contracts between individuals, and Dot
- to contracts made by States, although such was
t the opinion of many men contemporaneous
f with the formation of the Constitution, is Dot
t sustained by the authorities of the present
b day. Oa the contrary, nearly all the leading

cases on the subject decided by the United
d States Supreme Court, Woodruff" vs Trapoall,
- New Jersey vs Wilson, Fletcher vs Peck, Frc-man vs Niched, aod numerous other?, arose

t upon contracts made by sovereign State*, and
it was held they could not impair them.

Passing to another branch of the subject,
!, Mr. Mushbach said he could not vote for the
, Barbour bill, because it was a part of, or a preclude, or an opening overture to a forcible readjustmentbill on the basis of 3 por cent. He
0 would not consent to such a forcible measure,
- not only because it was wrong in principle, but
2 because, with the present revenues of the
f State, under rigid economy, the State could

keep the wheels of government moving, and
2 'maintain the public school system.a system to

which he was the firm friend.and at the 6ame

r time pay four per cent, icterest on the public
s debt,which the creditors would williogly accept

and compromise on those terms. Member after
1 member has stated upon this floor that they
t are in receipt of numerous letters from the
, creditors of theStatc in this and other countries
p to the effect that they will gladly lake a 4 per
o npnf tr.y rnppivahle counon bond in exchange
f for those now held hy them. Such a bill Mr.
f Mashbach would vote for if it lelt the creditors
1 free to^aecepf, and did not purpose to compel
* them. It is capable of mathematical demon-etration that our revenues will pay 4 per cent.
] and it is repudiation to pay less,* for repudiattioD consists as much in the failure to pay
2 what wc arc able as in the direct refusal.

The report of the Finance Committee shows
j that
3 The not receipts of the SUti of
s Virginiaare $2.419,2,14 04
j From thi3 thoy deduct the current
j expenE63 Gf gov't...$1,073,88:3 33
, Amount duo public

schools 497,782 Ho
1 $1,071,GOO 18

)
s Leaving net revenue applicable to
2 the payment of interest only $877,610 40
r This statement has been sent our. broadcast
j to the people without rc-fercnc.3 to the faot that
J with certain laws now on the statute book, the
2 effect of which has not yet been fully felt, hut

j* will be before the close of the fi?cil year, and
with certain retrenchment measures now before

* the Legislature, which will bo passed if the

j "funderH" can do it, the revenue of the
State will be largely increased, the governmen

! tal expenses greatly reduced, and tho net
* amouot applicable to the payment of interest
2 correspondingly augmented. It should bo re*collected that to the amount of gross revenue
' as given by tbc Finance Committee should be
] added the Auditor's own estimate of $300,000,
. kn .nnmnnfl K,n nnminnr nnfir tmm fho (Vlnf
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1 fctt register, which, if repealed, will be replaced
| by an increase of tax oo licenses to sell liqaor

sufficient to make up that amount. Ic should
1 also be known that we expect to retrench in the
1 governmental expenses of the State to the exJ

tent of about $350,000, by revising the ctimiJnal laws, reducing tho circuits, changing the
mode ofoonveyiog convict9 to the penitentiary,
cutting down the pay of legislators and officers

[ of the government whenever it is right to do
' so, and reduoiog the number of members of
i the Ilouso from 132 to 100, and of the Senate
J correspondingly. When this is done and the
r biennial session law begins to operate the net

revenuo applicable to the payment of interest
1 will be largely increased, and it is apparent, as

far as oalculation and estimates can prove anything,that 4 per cent, on our entire indebtednesscan be paid without increasing taxes. The
opposition to economy has not como from tho
much abused "iunders." The records of the
House and Senate show that it was not by their
votes that the eooDomioal measures, so far introduced,have been dclayod and scot back to
tho committee room9. Mr. Mushbaeh sub
mitted a statement oi the present liabilities of
the State, and a calculation of tho probablerevenue applicable thereto, to sustain his
48K&5. Se-3iiu," irazbsa tb-rtrtwtt
ho omitted the amount due tho sinking fund
oo the Virginia bonds held by it, because
it was a question with him, and tho same idea
was held by a number of members, whether tho
present sinking fund should bo longer kept up.
Would it not be better to pass a Jaw to destroy
the bonds now in tho fund and start a new fund
on different principles? Ought they not to
cease to bear interest payable by the btato with
money taken from the tax payers, when they
Vn,TTr> Vinon rmnn To^namoji Ktt tho Kt«t.A ? If thifl
UOVO UCVU VUVU A vu W. j mvmw .- .

was done, some 5*200,000 oT interest, annually
increasing in amount, would be saved. Could
not the money as it comes into the sinking fund
be invested in securities other than those of this
State, which will draw their own interest, and
not from Virginia's tax payers ? Is it right for
Virginia by legislation to depreciate her own

bonds, and then go on the market and buy them
up at a discount of 40 to 50 per cent, put them in
a sinking fund and compel her peoplo to con- i

tinue to pay interest on them at their face value?
The constitution of the State provides that the ,

sinking fund shall be applied to the payment
and extinguishment of the principal of the State ,

debt, and shall be continued, until the extinguishmentcf such State debt, but this ought not 1
to be construed to mean that whon Virginia's i

..^I
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bonds are bought up and put in the fund thej
shall remain and continue there, drawing inter
e-t indefinitely. If a tax for sinking fund purposesis levied and continued, that is, is collected
every year and used in the manner indicated,
is not that a compliance with the constitutional
provision ? Does the constitution necessariij
require the continuance of the bonds themselvei
after they get in the fund ?

Proceeding, Mr. Mushbacb raid that if th<
bill now under consideration was passed and be
came a law no creditor could be expected to func
his bonds under the measure coming after it. I

o n£./-.)aratinn tn him that his new Oonds would
be worth nothing, for it involves the idea thai
whecnver beareafter Virginia may desire to ge
rid of the debt she can do so by means of a pre
amble. The proper solution ofthe dfrbtquestion i
to pass a fair 4 per ct bill putting all our credit
c-rs on the same footing.consol and peeler.en
force the present revenue laws, or if it i6 consid
ered necessary to make certain changes, subiti
tute something that will bring in as much mone:
.enact and put into operation tbe economica
measures now pending.then adjourn, go horn
and stay there for two years. At the end of tha
time there is every indication that tne deb
question will be settled.Virginia's credit re

stored, her honor saved and farther agitatio;
rendered unnecessary. In conclusion he e:s

plained his vote on the reiolution of Mr. Harri
son, of Sussex, declaring it inexpedient to in
crease the present rate of taxation (50 cents pe
$1C0) onreal and personal property.

iia. hunter's speech,

Mr. Speaker:.I ari3e to say something c

the subject of the State's indebtedness. I d
not desire to take up the attention of the Eou:
Lr any length of time, and only say a few brii
words to explaia my position on tbe publ
dehr.

I have, Mr. Speaker, carefully refrained froi
participating in either caucus cf tbe Gener
Assembly, for in my humble judgment it ci
more to divide tbe conservatives among then
selves ihan all other causes combined. I di
not pledge myself in caucus to vote for aoy ma

or aoy set of men. Neither did I pledge to vo

for aoy measure or measures, but in all boDesi
ot purpose to espouse those measures whic
are most conducive to the welfare of my coi

stitueots, and to the people of Virginia. Sue
being tbe case, I have endeavored earnestly t

find and ioilow through the tangled labyrint
of tbe State debt some road which I oeuld coi

scicntiously lollow, aod I fiod there are bi
three roads to take, either one of which I idu
choose.
The first proposition is that to pay the ii

terest of the State debt we must iucrease tb
taxation heavily.
The second is to let the matter 6taod as it i

and leave to posterity the task of cutting th
Gordian knot.
The third road is to make the best arrang

meut we can with the creditors, and after shot
iog oar liaBilities pay out the whole of the a

sets over oar expenses cf running the goveri
moot.
These three words are the only ooes we C3

travel, and we must choose either one or tb
other of them. As for me, my road is chosei
and I will follow it, no matter where it end
and no matter where it leads, and no matti
what the consrqueoces may be.
As for the first proposition to icerease tax

tion the House by a vote of ODe huQdred again
four refused to do so, and I tbiok 1 speak tl
sentiments of nine-tenths of my constituen
when I say that such a step is out of the que
tion, and it would be a matracidal blow of at

representative that would bo willing to add 01
. . l i> i J _ L- . j.:.

single penny to me ioanui uuruen 01 iaxaui

that the people arc now staggering under. Tt
public debt is like the old man of the sea strai
dliog Sinbad's shoulder. It is paralyzing all c
the State's coergies, discourages immigratioi
and blocks all the wheelsof trade. Sir! sooni
than to give my voice to increase the taxatio
one cent. I would let my arm wither and m

tongue refuse its utterance. The people ai
taxed as much or more than they can staoi
but e?eo now when the cry of distress com*
from all sections of this commonwealth; whe
the red flag of the sheriff hangs from so mac

houses, to add to the present taxation as muc
agaiD, then, Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, I ft
one will never by countenance or my vote agn
to iocrease taxation one dime. It is the la
straw that breaks tho camel's baok, and tbt
last straw in tho shape of present taxation
for one will never accept.
The second road whioh we can follow is

let the vexed subjeot alone, and to leave
posterity the vexed task of settling it. To 001
Icbs here that as representatives of the peop
we are not able to meet the issue, and that w
shrink from the duty. I know not what othe
call it, but I, sir, call such a course cowardio£
cowardice of the most shameful stamp,and th
real cowardice of dishonor. For such a coursi
would it be followed, would simply be repudis
tion, a repudiation of that lowest typo of
rogue, the Boeak thief, and not the open repi
diation of the reckless, bold highwayman.
The way, sir, to meet all danger, all troubli

all woe, is to look it square in the face, and i
all its magnitude the mountain of debt whic
has piled up until it reaches abovo our tisior
As I see the State treasury so empty that nc
a dollar rattles io its till; when I hear the crit
of" distress among my people, and the wail c
poverty sounding in my ears; when my eye
beheld the fearful lino of figures of what w
owe, aDd the small amount which we can paj
then, and only then, I felt as if aDy measur
that locked to the solving of this question, an
an amicable adjustment of this debt would b
eminently fair and proper and jast.

Sir, I love Virginia. She is uey world, m
earth. Outsido of her borders I have neither ic
tereat or ambitioD. As Caleb Oushiog once sai
of his State I say of mine: "Sir, I have roamei
through the wide world to find hearts nowhor
warmer than her's, soldiers nowhere braver, pa
triots Dowbere porer, wives and mothers nc
where truer, maidens nowhere lovlier, greei
alleys and bright rivers nowhere greener o

brighter, and I will not bo silent when I hea
ber patriotism impugned or her honorquestiond
Livmg,I will defend her, dying, I would pans
io my last expiring breath, to utter a praye
of fond remembrance to my native Virginia.'

Sir, I have heard muoh spoken of the bono
of the Old Commonwealth by men who bavi
never made any sacrifice lor her. Honor is i
grand thing, the grandest on earth, dearer thai
life, sweeter than liberty, but as Madam Rolant
pathetically said of liberty, we can say, "Oh
honor, what crimes aro committed in lb]
name 1" Yes, a plighted word must be kep
nhnn if nannnf I maw nrnmiflA In swim a. rivrv
and try, but after getting half way across, tbi
current carries mo down with resistless might
and I am glad to get back to the shore frou
whence I left. I forfeit do honor io that, m]
will was good, but my arms were weak.
The proof of how much a man loves by

State was shown by the past fifteen ye^ts o:
her history ; thoso who stood by her s&'unohlj
then, in her hour of deadly periJ-®Q(i deepes
woe« srs the Goes most likely to guard anc

proteot her now.
Sir, I have done my humble share to keej

her honor and eEcutcheon stainlessly fair, as i

proud soldier io the ranks of that glorious ole
army of Northern Virginia, as a writer beauti
fully styled them, "those tattered sons of for
tune, and the nurseling of many a dark anc

stormy hour." I know what it is to wait dur
ing the long months of the winter bivouac
oold, half naked and half starved, 1 know whai
it is to lay tossing, consumed with fever in th<
couch in the hospital, with the nam* tackcc
to the headboard, so that if death shculc
claim its viotim, bis name could be written or
a piece of plank by some loving comrade t(
mark for a brief time his last renting place. 1
know what the foroed march is, when mad witt
hunger and faint with thirst, tho starved bat
alliens kept on with their shoulders galled bj
[he heavy muskets. Sir, the honor ofVirgioii
was dear to ns theD, it is as dear to us now,
With me the adoration of a boy for my State
lias grown into the steady love of a man. Virginia'u everything, outside the space of her
rimmed boundary is naught. She is my world

ADVERTISER.
r greater to me, dearer to me than all the universe
* beside. With her ail my hopes, my desires,
j my asperativDS lie. and if Iconld bring peace

ana prosperity again to her ; if I could make
| giad the bearr, and brighten the eye of every
7 son aod daughter of my loved Old Commonjwealth by laying down my life. Sir, I speak

from the bottom of my heart and not from the
3 tip of my tongue, when I say I woa'd do it
[ willingly, cheerfully, gladly, proudly.
t Aod now, sir, I come to the Barbour bill,
I which has excited ail this discussion,
t 1 came here, sir, an extremist, and what is
t known as a last dollar man ; I came with the

intention of iisteoiog to no compromise short
* of keeping faith with the creditors, bat, sir,
_ my views since I have had the honor of being a

. member of this House,have uodergooea radical
- cbaDge. I have seen maDY things I bad nc idea
7 of before ; I have seen that the management
1 of the treasury is all wrong; I have seen that
9 the treasury of the proud eld State is absolutely
't bankrupt ; I have seen member after member
. get up od this floor and denounce the funding
a act as the Iliad of all our woes, aod I have
* seen every conservative member of this House,
* with the exception of two, get up and vote
* against aDy increase of taxation. This being
:r the case, bow do we stand ? Wfcat position do

r\ i i r . i i i_ ^ t l.
we occupy : uotytnts: lr ine aeo: must us

settled and the funding act regarded, then the
n taxation must be increased ; if taxation is not
o increased then the whole contract of the fundingact tails to the ground. "Falsus in uoo,
[f falsus io omnum," is a good old motto which
ic suits cur case exactly. If we dou't increase

taxation to meet our obligations then what in
m the name of God are we to do; sit down, wait,
al and cower before the storm ; I. for one, say

never, and believing that the salvatioD of the
a- conservative parly in this State (which is
id being divided into two hostile classes,) de10peods oo a speedy adjustment of the debt qaestelion, I shall vote for the Barbour bill as the
cy ody one which is likely to accomplish that
h object. Three per cent, is guaranteed, certain,
o- and all the iooreased revenue goes in the sink:biog fund. I must confess I would rather (be
o rate of interest would be four per cent, but as
h the distinguished gentlemen from Cu'pepc-r,
o- who is chaiiman of the Finance Committee, reitports that the State cannot pay more, then I
it accept his word aod the words of the rest of

the committee as facts, and shall support the
a- bill.
ie I do so all the more wiiliogly because if the

bondholders are not satisfied they can abrogate
f, and nullify the entire legislative proceedings
is by applying to the Supreme Court of the State

aod of the United States,
o- The gentleman from Matthew, in an elorjuent
v- aod effective speech, bid3 us pause before we
s- take a step forward, for fc-ar wo would slide

down a declivity. Sir, we have been pausing
for ten years, and slowly sliding down to the

in black depths of utter repudiation all the while,
ie We are like a sick patient slowly sinking into
o. death, and the crv is don't give him aD7 medi-
s, cine for fear it will kill him. Or rather, like
sr the sick patieDt described by Gil Bias, who,

fallen into a chronic invalid, sent for the two
a most famous physicians ia all Spain. It happen*
st ed that the surgeons were rival doctors, and on
ie arriving at the house of the sofferer, and beiDg
ts shown to his room, they, instead ot examining
a- the sick man, fell into a violent dispute as to
iy the method of treatment, and both beiog lawjeyers once, they kept np the wordy and scientific
)n contest until the patient died,
le I intend to support bill No. 92, what is
J- known aa the Barbour bill. Some of its features
)f I do not like. If the interest was fixed at four
0, per ot. I would vote for it eladly, but as the
>r State declares, through its Finance Committee,
in it cinoot afford to pay but three per ct., then
iy I will support it reluctantly, but still support
re it, for I know that unless the Barbour bill is
1, passed, no bill looking to the relief of tho State
?s will be, and affairs will go on from bad to
m worse.
iy I hear gentlemen on the other side use as
h their strong argument, what the world, and
jr what the North will say about Virginia's hooor
le if she scales the debt ? Why, sir, what do we
st care about what the world says, so that our
it people arc prosperous and happy. When we
I were struggling through the fiery furnace of

civil war, when our people were beseaebiog the
t0 oar of heaven, and invoking the help of the
to world for assistance, did their friendly sym3.pathy, or what they thought, so muoh as feed
|e our starviog soldiers ? I think not, 1 know not,
r0 I am certain Dot. And for the North, what do
rs they care whether or not, we are pros..parous and haDpy. "When wo wero strug*
' gling through the fiery furnace of civil war;
ie when our people were besieging tho ear of
e» heaven, and invoking tho help of tho world for

: .1: j ii p_: J i a. iL
i- asBiaianco, uia ineir inenuiy sympamy or wuai

a they thought,BO much as feed one starving soldj.ier. I think not; I know not; I am cerlrin not.
And as for the North, what do we caro about
what the New York Tribune says about us?
whoso articles are copied with so much satiafacntion by the funders' organ in the State. What

h do we care? Ah, Mr. Speaker and gontlemon,
i. low indeed have we sunk when such organs are

)t quoted to us as authority. The New York Tri>abune prating to us to keep the honor of ^7irgin'ria unsullied ! The sublime impudence of cheek
^ can no further go than that. The New York
iS Tribune, that hounded us down for years; and
c when the barn-burner Sheridan devastated the
7, Shenandoah Valley it came out in double leaded
o types, in fiendish, devilish exultation, and said
d that if Sheridan's work was done that a crow

0 flying over the onco fairest portion of Virginia
would, because the land was a desert and a waste,
be forced to take a haversack along with him.

y Sir, you may as well attempt to find shame in a
I- charlatan, honor among thieves, or virtuo in a
d brothel, as to find sympathy for Virginia outsido
d of her geographical limits.
0 Sir, 1 shall vote for the bill. If 0VGnt3 provo
. afterwardsthat it is an unfortunate stop thentliero

will bo one more regret added to my life; but
stilllwouW have the proud consciousness of

Q knowing that I acted from the highest, purest
r motives, and if I erred it was an error of the
r head, and not, thank God, the error of the heart.

® Letters from Richmond,
? ICoriospondcnce of the Alexandria Gazette, I

r Richmond, February 'J, 1878.
e This afternoon the argument in the case of
a Lewis, MoComb &c., vs. the Washington &

j Ohio Railroad Company was concluded. Mr/
McKeozie, tho President of the road, was in

y good spirits. Indeed he laughed at the idea
t of being displaced. Judge Neeson, ono of
r a. .ii - a. ~. 1 jj«

liiu uuuiuuya jut iuu uiuci biuu aiuu, was uuu
3 of Mr. McKecaie's best personal friends, and

took oocasion to express to that gentleman the
regret be felt at having to be arrayed against him
The Judge, after bearing the argument, decided
to appoint a receiver and appointed Mr. Cas;6iU3 F- Lee as receiver with bond in the penaltyof $25,000, Xho decree will be entered
on Monday. The argument was coooluded by
Judges Meredith and Keeson. The decree
will displace Mr. McKeozie, the President and
all the corporation officials and subjects the
corporation to the immediate control of the
court for the benefit of the creditors of the

* Railroad company. Mr. McKeozie was com*pletely overcome when the decision of the
' court was announced.

There seems to be an impression that the
' Barbour tax bill will not so readily pass the

Senate nor will Mr. Brooke's bill pass the
I House. It may be that an attempt to oompro3mise will be made, but I doubt whether it will
[ be successful unices a call is made for an extra
' session.
1 Rev. F. A. Meade, a grandson of Bishop
* Meade, was to day ordained as a priest at St.

Mark's Church. The ordination services were
1 conducted by Bishop Whittle assisted by llev.
J Dr. Minoegerode.
' (^or^AND NELSON'S ENGLISH GEL\jATINE.for sale by

feb 6 GEO. McBURNEY & SON.

VASES for decoration, new patterne, rec'd
this day

' nov 30 E. J. MILLER & CO

Foreign ^
THE ZA-tTEEN QUESTION.

The Rassian Telegraph Agescj e'.i.e; tbthedispatch of the British fleet to the
ras restores to Russia liberty of action. If »'t a

object is to cooperate in the maicteoisca r.f
order and the attaiomect of a darahie -3-ennif&Klocr.tnf'Ari r.f l'nj Prefer" /i«» . .

9Vt'iklVU W4 Vi- ^ W "i ^ - * - U t T *

fleet will be welcomed as an anriharT. . .;.T
rate, Russia wi!I regulate her attitude t; *:;;
of England

Advices from Ragusa state that the i\r-;
objects to Montenegro establishing the
demarcation for the armistice on tie Li-iiat', possidetis.
A renewal of hostilities between Turks;.-i;;Montenegro is imminent.
The latest official intelligence from

,ople shows that a complete undersea:, iiLg t.
been arrived at between the Rcstian
quarters and the Tarkish delegate?.
The farther reply from Russia to the A;trianinvitation to the Conference si.;?,

that it is the intention of Russia net to i:-z
the discussion of certain points in the \:c .

oai7 conditions. In spite of these reserva-.
it is considered certaio in Austrian officii,
cles that the Conterenci wili meet, alti. -jc.
the same confidence does not exist a; to o ?<
isfactor yresolt.
The rumors that the peace \ rc.iaoiLa:,.containsecret clauses relating to the

the limits of Balgaria and an ai.iacce b--x L
Rassia and Turkey are denied, although ;t :
understood ihat the majority ot the iore :
Ministry favor ao alliance.

Prioce GortschakofF ha- notified the iJ .v ?.
that since the English Cabinet ha? r.-. r : .;
seod a fleet to Constantinople, cs:eo;:L.y
protect the Christians, Russia also contc .

ftcennvinff Constantioorile !rjtn the
the same object.
The authorities of the B ack Sea per ,v

removed all restrictions on the c-xpcr: ci
and provisions.
The Turkish forces have tv-cuated Widiio.

RQStchnck, Siiistra, Belgradschik an]
roam, aod have withdraw from the (' , ^
Cbekmejeh lines to a line from Kujuk Link
mejrh to AkbuDar. The neutral z -co > -iv: v

miles broad.
The British fleet has cot yet pa--ei t

Dardanelles.
It is rumored that the Port?, to put-oil,"

of agreement with Russia, will dec ine t j-J
a delegate to the conference.

Prince Gortsebakoff iosists on prcsiTs,-a:
the conference, and Au-tria i- inclined .

qniesce.
Austria is disposed to have the Diloc ( ' i!.

duration of the Russian occupation ui LI.1 c.r ,

referred to the cootereuce.
Three Austrian men of war have been ora.r.J

to the Bosphorus. Italian ve-sols are a

there.
A number of Russian sailors have col.1 0;

land to the Sea of Marmora to man certaiu 1'u-.
ish meD of war whiclt are about to b<
rendered.

In the event of a rupture ot thearmistiee 1:.
Turks could Dot reoccupy the Coostautin.t
lines, as the neutral zone would remain n u

until the end ol three days' notice 01 the;
sumption of hostilities. Preparations are in

iog to defend the interior lines.
A Sr P^tf-ishurtf corresnondont L. .

as follows:.NotwithstandingLord 1'city's i«

plauations, the sending ol the fleet to Coc;:i
tioople qdJ the Parliamentary vote ui c:

have produced a frolound imprcs.«Lu !.. i..

Some think that these acts constitute a ir
of neutrality justifying immediate w »r. I- ; -i

Dately the Government has not adopt-.-: ti
view, but is sincerely desirous oi avoiding toi.i
er complications, it would be dangerou-, h ...

ever, to impose ou this conciliatory spirit. \V
the general public, war with England would h
very popular, and in the small circle ui il.

whoinfluence the foreign policy of Uu-.-ii - v

cral urge strong measures.
The moment is critical. Even a.-dmpii: v; . /

of tact on the part of the British C »b u : n.i
have momentous consequences.
A VieDua correspondent coulirms th- r j

that British aciiou has produced a serioupressin both Berlin and St. Petcroburg. I .*

questioned whether the Porte, by adiL:f.:i!
loreigD men of war, does not give Russia t.

right to march oq Constantinople. Ail i.

depend on which power can telegraph the s

est to the seat of war. If the Russian-, tiny
may biing influence to bear on the Porte i--.

fuse a passage to the British fleet. DispatchfromConstantinople received Saturday on:'
deny that the Porte has granted pcrmisfio
which looks as though England had applied : r

a fresh firman. It is rumored that Austria
instructed her Ambassador, Count Zichy, t

apply for a tirman to admit Austrian vessel.- d
if tho English fleet is admitted.
London, Feb. 11..Little confidence unti-:

is officially confirmed should be placed in ti.
coaming'sDaily News' Berlin dispatch, stating

thatPrinceGortschakcff has notified the Powerthatsince England ha9 resolved to send a fl hi
Constantinople ostensibly to protect Chrismr-.
Russia also contemplates occupyin the city Ir ui

land with the same object. Other advices -i
reot from St, Peter-burg are quite to thee a

trary. The semi official Journal Do St. Pcterbureyesterday published a very tempera' -

ticlc commenting oo the dispatch of the Briti-i
fleet. The article says "As far as Uu.-ia >concerncdwc think this measure ought not :

mako her deviate from tho policy she lias liitl.
erto followed. Incg before the last iaeii n

whioh now bring the English fleet into ill1 »'j

ters ofConstantinopIc that evcoiuality wi- f r^

8c«n and was mado the subject of instructiontothe Russian commander in chief. 11 we ar

woll informed these instructions directed thai si

case the Ottoman Capital should be occupi' 1

by tho imperial troops and a British 11."."
should appear before the city, that tlie 11
should be received with all tho consideration
due to a friendly power, and that il the nrc:siiyfor protecting tho Jives and property (!

British subjects should cause troops to b Ian !
ed, these should be regarded as wcleeruauxiliariesfor the maintenance of order as bug
as their activity was conflocd to that purro-.
Now that the Knglish fleet is approaching Constantinopleaod has there gifeo rendevou- to

fleets of the other great Powers we may a^urii
that the same courtesy will be maintained h("
twceo the Daval aod land forces of the differeii'
States, if they should meet oq Turkish t>oi
Sixths tiauulbs ago this mfcaauro was prop J
by .Russia aod refused by the Cabinet of Ludoo.How muoh bloodshed aod suffering
might have been avoided by the acceptance ot
that proposal."
A Berlin dispatch to the London Times

says:.-"Russia has declared her resolve to re

annex BessirabialdespiteRouroaoia's protr
London, Feb. 11..A later dispatch from

CoostaDtiuople than that dated Sunday 6 p. u'reportingthe oon receipt of intelligence touch
iog the British fleet 83ys:."There is no utw=
of the fleet yrt,"
London. Feb. 11..The Daily Telegraph

has issued a speoial editioo containing the followingdispatch Constantinople, Sunday ciiirhf
"The Porte has reiused a firman permit''34-'
the British fleet to come to Constantinople oo

the ground that if the Sultan allows it the hu "

,

eian forces will probably occupy the city.
London, Feb. 11..A dispatch to fteufoi'

Telegram Company from St. Petersburg
r

I?naon iaenna nn arliplfi rCUCiltlf*
X UC XlgCUUU ivujiiu luuuuu MU «... .

its deoliratioo of Saturday that the eotiy
the fleets of I ho Power,1? into the Bo.epl» j
rus at a momeDt wbeo j/eace is bcioir ac^otn1' '

will iwply full liberty of aotioo for Itushia.
It says the presence of fleets is ru ct^sary

for the protection of Christians, thisfluo'
beloogs equally to the Russian troops."
LoNDON,Feb. 11..This afternoon's FallsP"

Gazette says:."It was known in allombasatL*^
in Londou this moroiDg that tho Porto b3d re


